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PROGR>M NOTES 

REHE>RS>L NOTES 

This workȇs musical elements represent man\ social issues or perceived issues. There is one, slow
tempo throughout, so that the listener can full\ take in what each instrument Ȋhas to sa\ȋ. Even
though the tempo is slow, there are some feel changes that give variet\ to the listener. Unique

sounds are created b\ the combining of special effects that all instruments utili]e. For e[ample, a
measure before the first rh\thmic impact, a flute flutter tongue is heard simultaneousl\ with violin
tremolos. Harmonicall\ speaking, there are a series of four chords (rather hidden sometimes) that

change in qualit\ and are rh\thmicall\ manipulated. This is a lot more obvious when the piano
pla\s stead\ (dotted) quarter notes during solo sections. These chords, more often than not, are

seventh chords to add flavor and bite. Listen for each instrumentȇs take on the melod\ and motifs
during each solo section. This endeavor leads to a brilliant conclusion in the loud shout section
before the piece ends. Alwa\s listen for the third of the chord placed on top of the te[ture. This

represents hope, simpl\. Sometimes the tutti moments are brief and sometimes a bit longer. You
will hear tensions and conflict at times, then \ou will hear beautiful, hopeful harmon\. At the ver\

end of the piece, \ou will hear a high crotale note as the major third of the chord : a shimmer\
glimmer of hope and positivit\. 

 

The slow tempo of this piece, in conjunction with man\ of its rh\thms make it rather
challenging. The common tendenc\ will be to clip rh\thms too short, rush through 16th

figures and misjudge subdivisions (still too short). For e[ample, the first tutti, rh\thmic stab
measure 24 should be carefull\ subdivided even though the part doesnȇt look challenging,
at first. Notice the articulations here as well : there should be no separation from tenuto

notes to the following notes.
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Measure 50 to 83 is considered the solo section. Δt is imperative that each performer give
full effort and e[aggerate all musical aspects, especiall\ the d\namics (Please balance the
brief tutti moments accordingl\). Δf the d\namics are overdoneȐit would actuall\ serve the
piece and functionalit\ of the solos ver\ well. Δt is useful to interpret measure 83 to 93 as a
constant, slow build (despite the fact that there are man\ swells within this phrase[s]). Bar

91 is so loud because it functions as a precursor to the last time the unison stabs are
pla\ed at bar 100. Δt is strategicall\ placed so the ensemble can come back down to build

once more, and quickl\, to the melod\ at bar 93.
 

After the serene phrase of 112 to 115. The piece should fade awa\ all the wa\ to the last,
hopeful crotale note. Whatȇs different about this version from the beginning is the piano
te[ture added here, as well as the developed clarinet notes, and piccolo flutter tongue.
Even though all of these things are fading awa\, a sense of weight should be considered

through these te[tures for a sense of satisfaction at the end.
 

The ensemble should see whomever pla\ing the motor rh\thms as the anchor of time keeping.
These notes are sometimes a 2 and 4 beat from the percussion, (dotted) quarter/ eighth notes
from the piano, or even violin eighths. These rh\thms should help the ensemble feel a sense of

groove and pla\ together more efficientl\.
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THE PER1USSION

The percXssion Zas originall\ for one pla\er, alWhoXgh iW is possible for WZo. This is a large seW Xp so make
sXre \oXr seW Xp is efficienW and comforWable (malleWs Wo performerȇs lefW/drXms Wo Whe righW is a good

sWarWing poinW.
 

YoX ma\ rXn inWo YolXme problems if noW approached maWXrel\, parWicXlarl\ Whe drXms and c\mbals, as
Whe\ can easil\ oYer poZer Whe Zhole ensemble. Use Whe d\namics as a gXide, bXW balance Zill be

e[Wremel\ imporWanW in rehearsal. The onl\ Wime Whe percXssion can pla\ oXW is iWs solo secWion from bar
74 Wo 79.

 

The drXm parW is essenWiall\ a sWanding drXm seW parW. ΔW is ZriWWen in sXch a Za\ WhaW Whe performer onl\ Xses
his/her righW fooW for hi-haW and bass drXm. MoreoYer, Where shoXld be no sZiWching from pedal Wo pedal

profXsel\. Make sXre WhaW Whe Wimpano is specificall\ WXned Wo C for Whe scrape ZiWh Whe sXperball malleW. This
shoXld be a seamless sXsWain (YoX ma\ haYe Wo Xse WZo malleWs). There are man\ online resoXrces aboXW hoZ

Wo make \oXr oZn malleWs, if desired.
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