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Aesthetics 1
wooden

7 Percussionists
Duration : ca. 6'11"

Brandon J ohnsob
bm]5926@nyu.e

%"

Player 1 - Concert Bass turned o tand so that the d

floor. *Muffle as desired.. but t way muffl
zz or 1P- L

butts of thin sna
Player 2 - Concert BQ with player Use felt tip sticks and butts of thin
nare sti Claves.

Player @ass (shared) us®gundlez (or Rutes) and butts of thin snare sticks.
astanets.

&

1 wooden shaker.

Player 4 - 4.3 octa Use medium hard mallets and soft mallets. Bendo

aker (or any wooden nut shaker)

Player S - 5 octave marimba. Use medium hards and softs.

Player 6 - Cajon, Rainstick, Ratchet.

Player 7 - 5 Woodblocks, use soft xylo. mallets and mediums, Bamboo wind chimes,
log drum (2 pitches) use felt mallets.
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Aesthetics 1

Op. 21

Notes

Obviously, this piece is for wooden percussion instruments. However, there is one (to
two) exception(s) : the concert bass drum and the vibraslap. Even though more often than
not, the bass drum has a wooden rim (or hoop), its drum head is usually made out of poly-
spun fiber and mylar. This instrument gives depth to the piece and more opportunities for
the players to explore different playing surfaces. The vibraslap al parts and wooden
parts, but today let’s just say it’s wooden due to its resonant n JJody.

This piece explores the sound quality of many instru though it is not 3

comprehensive list of all wooden percussion. As you li
attention to the different sections. Some sections a gFent of other even
have a quirky and fun nature. Many groov sin piace here as well, cchow you
can connect with it as well as picking up ofgt jc sound qualiticl

Brandon Johnson

Brooklyn, NY
February 2, 2024

suggest that'the be played at a piano dynamic or less, and the dynamic
. If there is an accented, piano dynamic section, play

unaccgted
marking will applgto th
those accents in beRyeen o and mezzo piano, or play the unaccented notes at
planissimo.

Players 1-3 Legend

Bass Drum

(mvaffled as desired,
t not all the

gradual

'. b = or a4 buzz
hand poboid £ i open more tremolos  sound

shell head muffled change roll are closed (two or more

click on stick rim | m‘imc Y —  (diddlc) rolls trem.)
Players 1 -3 = % ] I e e %
| 1| 1 X i
: o % %

Bass Drum/Sticks




Players 4 & 5 : Marimbas

Marimba
Extended Techniques
I cdge of bars

with mallet mallet shaft
shafts shaft

reg. note
click dead
click buzz

after
| stroke deadstroke
T D

>

Vom
N

™
Tl

Players 6 & 7

The ratchet part in percussion 6 is adding to the peculiarity to the section at 89. Even

though soft dynamics are written at times, it’s actually okay if there are accidental extra

notes after initial turns! Moreover, this instrument functions mainly as a solo, it’s okay if

the “solo” rhythms aren’t “clean” (but should still be in time). Feel free to put personality
(within reason) in the performance of these. These ocgur at bar 98,

Ratchet K

mp
6 and 108-1 O
Solo
with personality 4 __
N wfBEEER” p. WD, WPy ) e eeooe
pp [ 4 4

v

mf p————mfp

pp

@& 190 is just a normal swell.

i P. 6 & 7 Legend

Cajon Woodblocks (5)
I low high l
low slap high gap
A

| A

. H— "







Written For The New York University Percussion Ensemble. Under The Direction of Jonathan Haas & Sean Statser.

Score Ae Stheti CS Brandon Johnson
"Wooden"

Intricate J =123 i 7 Percussionists

Player1- _, 3 4
Bass Drum |Fm—% - - - -
(shared), Small |F—2%
Wooden Shaker
Player 2 - .
Bass Drum (shared), |HHE=} = = = =
Slapstick, Claves
Player 3 -
Bass Drum (shared), |Gr—% - - - -
Castanets, Sandpaper || %
Blocks

Edge of bars with shaft

Player 4 - 4.3 Octave of medium hard mallets

Marimba, ¢ o T = T = K —_—— = )
BendoShaker,;’an‘} pS . & t 7 2 e a—"; v S I v —— — va—a —
ANavy 4 § T s X T X X 1 X T 1 X 1 Dl 1
(or any wooden [ % % % & & >4 > & E & & & & & & & e
nut shaker) mf p mf
Edge of bars with shaft
of medium hard mallets
Player 5 - 5 Octave ¢fe)—F—X 4 X X r i on e o oon e o X e 3 i X e o i X o ]
Marimba —4—F € = = ¢ + ¢ Pt _ 5 i 1 =+ = —
[ [ [  E—  E— Y 4 |——— |=———]  E— 4
mf p mf
Player 6 -
Rainstick, i 4 - - - —
Cajon, Ratchet, 7%t
Vibraslap
Two highest wood blocks
Player 7 - \llth soft xylo. mallets
5 Woodblocks, Bamboo
Wind Chimes,
Log Drum

—
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(bring out accents,
play unaccented notes
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